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Group Discussion Situation Reflection
In a group, conflicts and disagreements are bound to occur. This is because different people are bound to hold different opinions regarding various issues in the society. The differences in opinion result from the differences I reasoning that people have. However, the most important thing is a group is to appreciate the varied opinions and therefore lay down strategies of ensuring no conflicts in case of a disagreement in a group. In our group, were discussed a controversial issue, which has sparked a lot of debate not only in the United States but also in other parts of the world. I must mention that all the group members enjoyed the discussion because of the way we planned and did our discussion. Before the discussion, we agreed to decide on the issue where we had varied opinions through voting.
The main issue before us as a group was to determine whether death penalty should be used as punishment for criminal offenders convicted by judges in a court of law. As expected, there were varied opinions and views regarding the use of death penalty as punishment for certain crimes. Even though different members of the group had different views about whether death penalty should be used or not, the group did not experience any conflicts concerning the decision we made. Some group members were of the opinion that death penalty should be used while some members of the group held a different opinion that death penalty should not be used. Those who supported the death penalty did so and they based their opinions on views that death penalty can be used to completely deter other people from committing crimes (Bohm, 2016). Secondly, they thought that the death penalty can be used to appease the offended and it also helps to eliminate the criminal and therefore eliminating the chances of them committing similar crimes and offenses that led to their conviction. On the other hand, those against the death penalty viewed it as a violation of the human right to life and an act that goes against the values and moral foundation on which the society is built. The moral foundations revere killing because people believe that only God has the right to take life and no other man has the right to end his fellow man’s life, regardless of the offense committed. Another view revolved around the innocence of the convicted people (Fox, 2018). Some people have been found innocent after their cases have been revisited and killing a person convicted might be killing someone who is potentially innocent of the accusations labeled against him or her (Fox, 2018).
Personally, my views were against the death penalty. As such, I was part of half the group members who were against the death penalty. Therefore, having such a position, my views conflicted with those of the other group members who thought that death penalty should be used as punishment for crimes committed. I hold a belief that killing a person is a violation of the human rights to life and also goes against what we learn from the holy books such as Quran and the Bible that we should value life and only God has the right to take life. Even if one commits a crime, it is good to understand the circumstances that led to the crime and is better to give them a jail term rather than to kill them through the death penalty.
I feel that differences of opinion among the group members were expressed in a respectable manner and were always backed up by evidence from scholarly references and various examples of cases. Furthermore, the differences of opinions were handled fairly and with the utmost respect for the opposing views. In the end, it was clear that a good number was in support of the death penalty. However, the number of members against the death penalty was also significant. Therefore, the group decided to vote to determine whether or not the death penalty should be used. The result of the vote was that half voted for it while half voted against it. The group decided that the death penalty should be an option depending on the circumstances of the trial because sometimes people commit crimes because of their intellectual disabilities (Perlin, 2015).
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